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SECRET USNATO 5861 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: FARM, NATO, MBFR 

SUBJ: MBFR: FRENCH FOOTNOTE ON FRENCH FORCES IN THE NGA 

REE: A. USNATO 5580 DTG I41535Z OCT 75; 

B. USNATO 5741 DTG 220930Z OCT 75; 

C. STATE 248365 DTG 180120Z OCT 75 

1. DURING THE SEPTEMBER 27 SPC MEETING, NETHERLANDS REP 
(BUWALDA) NOTED THAT THE MBFR STAFF GROUP HAD INSERTED THE PRO- 
POSED FRENCH EOOTNOTE (REE A) IN A WORKING PAPER AMENDING THE 
MBFR WORKING GROUP STUDY ON THE AVAILABILITY OF COMBAT UNITS 
(AC/276(MBFR DATA)-WP#75)3). THIS WAS CONTRARY TO THE UNDER- 
STANDING REACHED IN THE MBFR WG ON OCTOBER 27 THAT MBFR WG 
CHAIRMAN WOULD CHECK BACK WITH THE SPC BEFORE BEGINNING TO 
USE THE FRENCH FOOTNOTE (REF B); HE THEREFORE ASKED THAT MBFR 
STAFF GROUP DELETE THE FOOTNOTE UNTIL THE SPC TAKES A POSITION. 
REGARDING THE EOOTNOTE ITSELE, THE NETHERLANDS QUESTIONS 
THE NECESSITY FOR THE PROPOSED SECOND SENTENCE OE THE EOOT- 
SECRET 
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NOTE. THAT SENTENCE GOES BEYOND THE EXISTING FOOTNOTE IN PARA 
3 OF C-M(73)83, AND THE NETHERLANDS WOULD LIKE ERENCH TO EXPLAIN 
WHY THE EXISTING FOOTNOTE IS INADEQUATE. UNTIL THEN, THE 
NETHERLANDS WILL RESERVE ITS POSITION. 
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2. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SPC (JUNG) RECALLED THAT THE SPC ON 
OCTOBER 13 HAD ONLY AGREED TO DISCUSS FRENCH REQUEST EURTHER. 

THE MBER STALE GROUP SHOULD THEREFORE WITHDRAW ITS WORKING 
PAPER. THE MC REP (SMITH) AGREED TO DO SO. 

3. FRENCH REP (GUELLUY) SAID HE HAD NOT SEEN THE WORKING 
PAPER REFERRED TO BY NETHERLANDS REP. HE WOULD REPORT THE 
NETHERLANDS POSITION AND ASK FOR INSTRUCTIONS. HE POINTED OUT 
THAT EOOTNOTE IN PARA 3 OP C-M(73)83 WAS NOT FRENCH, BUT HAD 
BEEN DRAWN UP BY THE ALLIES AND SUGGESTED HIS AUTHORITIES 
MIGHT WISH TO HAVE THEIR OWN EOOTNOTE. 

4. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REP C, US REP (MOORE) SAID THE US BE- 
LIEVES THE SECOND SENTENCE OF THE PROPOSED PRENCH EOOTNOTE IS 

A POLITICAL STATEMENT THAT IS INAPPROPRIATE POR MBER WG DOCUMENTS 
AND THAT THE STATUS OP PRENCH PORCES IS PULLY COVERED BY THE 
EOOTNOTE IN C-M(73)83. THE FRENCH REP ASKED IF THE ALLIES 
WISHED THEM TO DELETE SECOND SENTENCE OP THEIR PROPOSED 
EOOTNOTE AND JUST REFER TO THE EOOTNOTE IN C-M(73)83. THE US 
REP SAID HE PERSONALLY THOUGHT SUCH AN APPROACH MIGHT BE 
ACCEPTABLE, DEPENDING ON THE VIEWS OP OTHER ALLIES. 

5. THE PRENCH REP REQUESTED TIME FOR HIS AUTHORITIES TO RE- 
ELECT. IN THE MEANTIME, HE ASKED THAT THE REPERENCE TO PRENCH 
PLUTONS IN THE ERG BE DELETED PROM THE EARLIER MBER WG STUDY 
ON "NATO PORCES IN THE NGA" (AC/276-D(75)6). THE MC REP 

SAID THIS WOULD BE DONE. BRUCE 

SECRET 


« END OP DOCUMENT » 
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